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TO  THE  WADEBRIDQE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1940. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres) — 88,064. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population — 

Mid.,  1940—14,780, 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940)  according 
to  the  Rate  Books — 5,160. 

Rateable  value — <£53,199. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate— £238-5-1 0. 

Social  Conditions. 

* 

The  District  is  almost  wholly  agricultural,  the 
Town  of  Wadebridge  being  the  shopping  and 
marketing  centre  for  a  wide  area. 

A  large  number  of  evacuees  have  been  sent  into 
the  district  chiefly  from  London  and  neighbourhood, 
'these  have  brought  their  own  difficulties  and 
problems  but  on  the  whole  have  been  absorbed  into 
the  local  community  in  a  remarkable  manner. 
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Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F- 

Total. 

Live  births 

105 

76 

181- 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Legitimate 

104 

75 

179 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident 

population — 1 2*2. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Still  births 

3 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  32. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Deaths 

85 

92 

177 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population — 1 1*9. 

Deaths  from  Puerpural-sepsis  ...  Nil 

Other  puerpural  causes ...  N  il 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 

M.  F. 

Deaths  3  2 

Illegitimate  0  0 


Total . 

5 

0 


Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 27*6. 

M.  F.  Total, 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  14  21  35 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  0  0  0 

Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  10  1 

Diarrhoea 


(under  2  years  of  age)  0 


0 


0 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were- 

Infants— 

Premature  birth  and 

congenital  debility. 

Adults— 

Heart  disease 

46 

Tuberculosis 

6 

Diabetes 

.5 

Bronchitis 

9 

Pneumonia 

4 

Influenza 

3 

Cancer 

35 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  children  brought 
into  the  district  there  was  more  sickness  than  usual. 

There  were  various  epidemics  at  times  of  Mumps, 
Measles,  German  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria,  but  the  cases  generally  were  mild. 
Cases  of  Scabies  and  Impetigo  were  much  more 
numerous  than  usual. 

There  was  no  school  closure  on  account  of 
epidemics. 

The  cases  of  Scabies  and  Impetigo  were  mostly 
treated  in  Sick  llays  with  more  satisfactory  results 
than  in  billets. 

Comparison  of  Birth  and  Death  rates  with  those  of 
England  and  Wales  : — 


Birth  rate 

12-2 

England  and  Wales 

14-6 

Death  rate 

17-9 

14-3 

Infantile  death  rate 

27-6 

55 
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Ueneral  provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— J.  H.  Hobliiig,  a  part 
time  Officer,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for* 
the  Borough  of  Bodmin,  Public  Vaccinator  and 
Certifying  PMctory  Surgeon. 

There  are  two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  both  full  time 
Officers,  who  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

In  addition  to  their  Sanitary  duties  they  act  as 
Surveyors,  Meat  Inspectors,  and  Inspectors  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

Mr.  J.  D,  Clerk,  Western  Area. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Bewes,  Eastern  Area. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A  Motor  Ambulance,  belonging  to  the  St.  John's 
Ambulance  Association,  serves  the  district  for 
accident  and  non-infectious  cases. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  area  is  divided  into  districts  to  which  of  each 
is  allotted  a  trained  Nurse  supplied  by  the  County 
Nursing  Association. 

There  are  no  voluntary  hospitals  in  the  area. 

There  is  a  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  situated 
in  St.  Austell  for  the  joint  use  of  8t.  Austell  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  in  conjunction  with  the 
Wadebridge  Rural  District.  It  has  proved  invalu- 


able  in  combatting  and  controlling  infectious  diseases. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  children  sent  into 
the  district  from  bombed  areas  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  make  special  arrangements  for  sick  and 
verminous  children. 

There  is  a  Sick  Bay  for  minor  illnesses  and  also 
for  difficult,  and  children  of  uncleanly  habits  who 
generally  respond  well  to  a  little  encouragement  and 
discipline. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  water  and  sewerage  systems  show  little 
change.  The  DeLank  water  scheme,  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  Parliament,  is  held  up  owing  to  the 
war. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

This  generally  is  satisfactory.  Where  there  is  a 
sufficient  water  supply  water  closets  are  the  rule,  in 
other  places  the  pail  system  is  in  use. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  is  a  regular  collection  and  removal  of 
household  rubbish  which  is  dealt  with  as  most 
suitable  to  local  conditions. 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 
Housing — No  new  houses  are  being  built.  With  the 


large  number  of  people,  adults  and  children,  coming 
into  the  district  a  certain  amount  of  overcrowding  is 
inevitable,  but  care  is  taken  to  prevent  it  as  far  as 
possible. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops  and  Cow  Sheds  are  visited  and 
inspected,  as  well  as  places  that  deal  with  meat  and 
other  foods. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  diseases. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  much 
greater  than  usual  owing  to  the  number  of  children 
brought  into  the  district  from  other  infected  districts. 

The  cases  generally  were  mild  and  did  well. 

Scabies  and  Impetigo  cases  were  serious  but  the 
provision  of  special  hostels  and  arrangements  for 
disinfecting  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  caused  a  great 
improvement. 

Free  immunizations  against  Diphtheria  were  offered 
by  the  Council  for  children  under  five  and  of  school 
age  but  it  was  not  taken  advantage  of  as  much  as 
was  hoped,  but  better  results  are  anticipated  in  the 
near  future  as  the  scheme  gets  better  known. 
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Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year, 

.Disease. 

Total  cases  notified. 

Total  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

78 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

Diphtheria 

21 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

Measles 

237 

0 

Pneumonia 

16 

4 

Fuerpural  Pyrexia 

2 

Tuberculosis. 

0 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 


(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Eegulations,  1925 
(relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1940-- 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Age  period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

25 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

4 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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